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"Congress  shall  make  no  law

respecting  an  establishment  of

religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free

exercise  thereof;  or  abridging

the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the

press;  or  the  right  of  the  people

peaceably  to  assemble,  and  to

petition  the  Government  for  a

redress  of  grievances."  

- First Amendment of the 
United States Constitution -



The story behind the case…
In 2000, Mindy Barlow, Dalia Smith, and ten other

employees of the San Diego, California Supreme Court asked for
permission to hold a Bible study over their lunch in an empty
room in the courthouse.  The court's administration approved
the request, and the group began to meet weekly.  Each week the
group of twelve got together and spent an hour fellowshipping
and discussing their commonly held faith.  There was never a
problem, and the Bible study continued.  During this time, the
group relied on each other to learn more about their faith and
the God they served.  

After meeting for
six years, the members of
the Bible study were told
they could no longer use
that room and the group
asked permission to use
a different courtroom.
The Court administrator
denied the request stating
that Court policy did not allow Bible studies in courthouse facilities
because of a concern regarding the "separation of church and
state."  Not understanding why other groups were allowed to use
courthouse facilities for a variety of secular reasons, the members
inquired as to why the policy had changed.  Despite their pleas,
the Bible study was never permitted to use courthouse facilities
again.  Why?  Because Court administrators mistakenly argued
that the "separation of church and state" prohibited religious
speech in a public facility, although other groups were permitted
to use the same rooms to conduct meetings about many other
topics - just not religious topics.  
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The members of the Bible Study were prohibited from
using public facilities for religious speech because of an incorrect
interpretation of the Establishment Clause that has slowly but
steadily eroded the free speech rights of Christians  nationwide.
Approximately sixty years ago, the Supreme Court began to
interpret the Establishment Clause by adding words that do
not exist in the text of the Constitution.  The Court incorrectly
held that the Establishment Clause requires a "separation of
church and state."  Throughout the years, this "separation" has
become more defined and many argue that a complete separation
is required.  This continued attempt to strip religion from the
public square, and silence those who wish to speak about their
faith whether by putting up a cross or meeting for a Bible
study, has resulted in a First Amendment crisis.  Is this what
the Founding Fathers intended?
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Where can we gather?



In 1854, Congress made clear the role that religion played in the
American legal system. "The great, vital, and conservative element
in our system is the belief of our people in the pure doctrines
and the divine truths of the Gospel of Jesus Christ."

- The Journal of the House of the Representatives of the    
United States of America

Thomas Jefferson was very clear about the importance of religious
liberty in America. "The constitutional freedom of religion [is]
the most inalienable and sacred of all human rights."

- Thomas Jefferson: Virginia Board of Visitors   
Minutes, 1819

John Adams spoke of the principles that served as the foundation
for American independence. "The general principles on which
the fathers achieved independence were the general principles
of Christianity.  I will avow that I then believed, and now believe ,
that those general principles of Christianity are as eternal and
immutable as the existence and attributes of God."

- John Adams: Letter from John Adams to 
Thomas Jefferson on June 28, 1813

4

!

!



Adams also wrote about the foundation of the Constitution.
"Statesman, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, but
it is Religion and Morality alone, which can establish the principles
upon which freedom can securely stand.  The only foundation of
a free Constitution is pure virtue, and if this cannot be inspire d
into our people in greater measure, than they have it now, they
m ay change their rules and the form of government, but they
will not obtain a lasting liberty."

- John Adams:  Letter to Charles Francis Adams on 
June 21, 1776

Benjamin Franklin made the following statement when he called
the delegates at the Constitutional Convention to prayer at a critical
moment. "I have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I live, the
more convincing proofs I see of this truth - that God governs in
the affairs of men, and if a sparrow cannot fall to the ground
without His notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without
his aid." 

- Benjamin Franklin:  Constitutional Convention, 
June 28, 1787
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When the First Amendment was drafted, its authors
could never have imagined that the Establishment
Clause stating that "Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of religion" would one day be interpreted
in such a way to substantially minimize the protections found in
the Free Speech Clause.  The Founders never could have known
that words that are not found in the Constitution, "the separation
of church and state", would result in a prolonged attack on religious
speech in the public square.   Everson v. Board of Education of
Ewing Township (1947) - prohibited public funds for providing
transportation to parochial schools starting in the 1940's. This
illogical reading of the Establishment Clause has resulted in the
removal of prayer from public schools, crosses from public land,
and the Ten Commandments from public courthouses.  Now,
one man is arguing that the Pledge of Allegiance violates the
"separation of church and state" because it includes the words
"under God."  To Mindy Barlow and Dalia Smith, this interpretation
led to being told that their Bible Study was banned.   

The First Amendment is in crisis!  Rights that were guaranteed
by those words are now being ignored by judges because other
words have been added in - the "separation of church and state."
It is time to be vigilant.  It is time to understand what we may
lose, and fight to assure that future generations have the right to
speak about the Truth of Jesus Christ in private and in public.
America was founded on Judeo-Christian principles that are
now being removed from our courthouses, our parks, and our
schools.  It is time to cherish the words of the First Amendment,
and the protections provided by those words, enough to interpret
those words as they were originally intended. 
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On October 2, 2007, Advocates filed a lawsuit on behalf
of Mindy Barlow and Dalia Smith.  Although it is common sense
that the Superior Court would be vigilant about protecting the
constitutional rights of its employees, it banned the Bible study
even though other groups are allowed to regularly meet.  It is
outrageous that our rights have deteriorated to such an extent
that even the justice system itself will not protect religious liberty.
Our lawsuit argues that the Court's discriminatory action is a
violation of free speech and free exercise of religion.  It is well-
established that a governmental entity cannot engage in
discrimination by permitting speech generally, while prohibiting
religious speech solely because it is in fact religious.  

When Mindy Barlow was first denied access to use of the
courthouse facilities, she was devastated and knew she must
take action: "I was shocked and dismayed when the Court
Administration denied our Bible Study the right to meet on
Court premises…I had not realized until that moment how
much of our Christian rights had been stripped from us…We
need to draw that proverbial line in the sand and stand firm
against those who wish to silence the Word of God."  The First
Amendment is in crisis, and each of us must be vigilant to stand
up for our rights!
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ADVOCATES FOR
FAITH AND FREEDOM
TAKES ACTION

ADVOCATES FOR
FAITH AND FREEDOM
TAKES ACTION
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WE ARE YOUR VOICE IN THE COURTS!
• For expressing your faith in public

• For the sanctity of life
• For the preservation of marriage

• For family values in public education
• For student's rights to express their faith
• For churches that are discriminated against
• For the rights of Christian businesses 

and business persons

YOU CAN HELP ADVOCATES!

Please join Advocates for Faith and Freedom in 
the fight for religious liberty and for those who are

prohibited from speaking about their faith.




