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"Congress shall make 
no law respecting 
an establishment 

of religion"

Since America's Founding Fathers drafted the First
Amendment to the United States Constitution, the ten
words found in the Establishment Clause have been widely
interpreted differently from what was originally intended.
A fifteen year old, California high school student was
recently challenged to stand up, at great cost to himself, in
order to defend his rights under the Establishment Clause.
Chad Farnan accepted this challenge with grace and dignity
not only for himself, but for those students that came before
and those who were to come after that may not understand
how these words offer protection.  In Chad's school and in
public schools nationwide, the Establishment Clause prohibits
teachers from being hostile towards any faith.  Religious
hostility in the classroom has gone unchecked for far too
long … until now!  



The story behind the case…

"Jesus stood up for us, 
now it's time for us to 
stand up for Him."

Chad Farnan is a student at Capistrano Valley High School
in San Juan Capistrano, California where he is an honors
student and member of the water polo and swim teams.

Most importantly, however, he is a Christian whose faith funda-
mentally defines him and the beliefs he holds.  Chad's dream is
to attend the University of Southern California or the University
of California, Los Angeles.  Prior to his sophomore year, Chad's
school counselor informed him that in order to successfully
apply for admission to these two highly selective universities, it
was necessary he take Advanced Placement European History. 
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- Chad Farnan



Chad registered for Advanced Placement European History
taught by Dr. James Corbett, a teacher of 15 years at Capistrano
Valley High School.  Chad began the class in the fall of 2007, and
soon learned that the class would challenge him to take a stand
for Christ that he never imagined would be necessary.  Instead of
simply teaching European History, Dr. Corbett spent a significant
amount of time opening a newspaper and discussing whatever
he found interesting in the paper that day - even the effects of
Viagra.  More disturbing than that is the fact that Dr. Corbett
continually expressed his personal hostility towards religion.
Dr. Corbett's hostility was neither subtle nor infrequent.
Instead, both while teaching the subject of the class and while
discussing various other topics, he made statements and
expressed viewpoints that are derogatory, disparaging, and belittling
regarding religion in general and Christianity in particular. 

Chad and his parents soon learned that this religious
animosity had been an ongoing problem in Dr. Corbett's classes
for years with others having previously complained to both the
school administration and Dr. Corbett.  The choices were now
before Chad, something never imagining being faced with at
such a young age. Either he remained silent and continued
being subjected to Dr. Corbett's hostile views or leave the class.
In his heart, Chad knew he had to stand up for his faith in
Christ, even with the probability of facing ongoing ridicule and
persecution from other students and members of the community
who did not support his decisions or beliefs.
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The following quotes are excerpts of larger conversations
Dr. Corbett had in his class with regards to a variety of topics
and represent just a few of the comments made by Dr. Corbett
expressing his hostility towards religion.  On October 19, 2007,
in one single class alone, all of these statements were made by
Dr. Corbett.  Many other statements were made on other days
during class, leaving no doubt as to Dr. Corbett's hostility
towards religion or his apparent intention to assure that the
students who attend his class will understand the reasons
behind his blatant hostility.

"How do you get the peasants to oppose something

that is in their best interest? Religion. You have

to have something that is irrational [like religion] to counter that

rational approach . . . . [W]hen you put on your

Jesus glasses, you can't see the truth."
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"What part of the country has the highest murder

rate? The South. What part of the country has the

highest rape rate? The South. What part of the

country has the highest . . . church attendance?

The South."

"People -- in the industrialized world, the people least

likely to go to church are the Swedes. The people in the

industrialized world most likely to go to church are the

Americans. America has the highest crime rate of all

industrialized nations, and Sweden has the lowest.

The next time somebody tells you religion is connected

with morality, you might want to ask them about that.

Um, and let's see. Is there something else on that? No."

"Everywhere in the world. From conservative

Christians in this country to, um, Muslim fundamentalists

in Afghanistan. It's the same. It's stunning how vitally

interested they are in controlling women."
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Here is the impact of Dr. Corbett's actions on this
high school student.  Please read Chad's own words:

"This was not an easy thing for me to do. As my family and I   listened

to the tapes of Dr. Corbett and his anti-Christian views, we prayed for

him everyday and hoped that he would stop. My parents told me that I

didn't have to deal with this and they would just take me out of the

class. But as I prayed about it, I thought about my Christian friends

and other kids who had to leave his class, I also thought about the other

kids who don't know God and wouldn't want to know him by the end of

the year after hearing what he was saying. At that time I knew God was

calling me to do something but I was afraid. Why me, I am only a 16

year old kid? I knew I had to step up and do what God was calling me to

do even though I was scared. I knew I was going to be persecuted and that

it would not be easy. But I also knew, with all my heart, it was the right

thing to do."

DON'T LET ANYONE LOOK 
DOWN ON YOU, 

BECAUSE YOU ARE YOUNG, 
BUT SET AN EXAMPLE.

1 TIMOTHY 4:12
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ADVOCATES FOR FAITH AND FREEDOM TAKES ACTION

On December 13, 2007, Advocates filed a federal lawsuit on
behalf of Chad Farnan against the Capistrano Valley Unified
School District and Dr. James Corbett.  The lawsuit states that
Dr. Corbett's hostility towards religion as expressed in the
classroom is a violation of the Establishment Clause and Chad's
constitutional rights.

Simply stated, the United States Supreme Court said the
Establishment Clause mandates government neutrality toward
religion.  As a result, a government speaker such as Dr. Corbett
may not establish a 'religion of secularism' in the sense of
affirmatively opposing or showing hostility to religion.
According to the Supreme Court, the government "neutrality"
required under the Establishment Clause is thus violated as
much by government disapproval of religion as it is by government
approval of religion.  

For many years, Christian teachers have been unable to
express their faith in Christ in public school classrooms because
of an incorrect interpretation of the First Amendment's
Establishment Clause that supposedly mandates the "separation
of church and state."  If religion is to remain outside the
classroom doors, then teachers should not be allowed to express
such deep personal hostility towards religion especially when
there are Christian students left both deeply offended and alienated. 
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WE ARE YOUR VOICE IN THE COURTS!
• For family values in public education

• For the sanctity of life
• For the preservation of marriage

• For expressing your faith in public
• For Student's rights to express their faith
• For churches that are discriminated against
• For the rights of Christian businesses 

and business persons

YOU CAN HELP ADVOCATES!

Please join Advocates for Faith and Freedom in the fight for 
the religious liberties and beliefs of Chad and others who are 

discriminated against because of their faith.
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